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SANITARY  REPORT 


OF  THE 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1894. 


Town  Hall,  Leamington, 

30th  January,  1895. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

« 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  bring  before  you  the  Annual  Report  upon  the 
Sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough  of  Leamington  for  the  year  1894. 


-Acreage  •  ••  ••• 

Population  in  1891  (Census) 

,,  estimated  to  middle  of  1895 

,,  per  square  mile 


2,760 

26,930 

27,220 

6,280 


Artesian  Well  (depth,  no  feet)  on 


Water  Supply 

Campion  Hill 

Town  Sewage,  pumped  to  Lord  Warwick’s  farm  at  Heathcote. 

Town  Refuse,  disposed  of  to  farmers. 

Height  above  Sea  level . .  .  195  feet. 

Geological  Formation  . .  New  Red  Sandstone. 


5 


BIRTHS, 

546  births  (272  males,  274  females)  were  registered,  showing  an  annual 
birth  rate  of  20'05. 

Tables  I  and  II.  give  the  births  and  birth  rates  by  Quarters  and  Wards. 


Births  and  Birth  Rates  by  Quarters  and  Wards. 

TABLE  I. 


Quarters. 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Birth  Rate. 

1st 

84 

64 

148 

21-7 

2nd 

71 

82 

153 

22-4 

3rd 

54 

58 

112 

16-4 

4th 

63 

70 

133 

19-5 

Totals 

272 

274 

546 

TABLE  II. 


Wards. 

BrRTHS. 

Birth  Rate. 

Estimated 

Population. 

North-East . 

166 

22-5 

7354 

South-East . 

210 

24-5 

8541 

V/ est  . 

131 

17-4 

7515 

Milverton  and  Lillington 

39 

10-2 

3810 

Mortality  and  Disease. 

373  deaths  took  place  ;  lower  by  86  than  last  year’s  figures ;  and,  \ 
showing  an  Annual  death-rate  of  13  7,  more  correctly  shown  as  136. 
On  adding  21  deaths  in  Warwick  Union  Workhouse  of  persons  belonging 
to  Leamington,  and  deducting  22  deaths  in  our  Public  Hospitals,  of 
persons  not  belonging  to  Leamington. 

This  is  the  lowest  death-rate  ever  recorded  in  Leamington. 
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TABLE  III. 

Mortality  for  the  Four  Quarters  of  the  Year. 


Quarters. 

Total  Mortality. 

Zymotic  Deaths. 

Death  Rate. 

Under  1  year. 

1  year 
and  under  5. 

5  years 
and  under  15. 

15  years 
and  under  25. 

25  years 

and  under  65. 

65  years 

and  upwards. 

Totals. 

Under  5  years. 

5  years 

and  upwards. 

Totals. 

1st. 

23 

9 

1 

2 

32 

39 

106 

4 

2 

6 

15-5 

2nd. 

21 

7 

3 

5 

31 

40 

107 

2 

- — - 

2 

15-7 

3rd. 

16 

4 

4 

5 

20 

29 

78 

1 

... 

1 

11-4 

4th. 

18 

2 

3 

4 

28 

27 

82 

1 

... 

1 

120 

Totals 

78 

22 

11 

16 

111 

135 

373 

8 

2 

10 

The  mortality  at  all  ages  was  below  the  corresponding  figures  of  last 

year. 

During  January,  and  up  to  the  third  week  in  February,  Influenza  was 
prevalent ;  and  caused  the  comparatively  high  rate  of  mortality  in  the 
first  quarter. 

Deaths  under  1  year  show  a  proportionate  Infantile  death-rate  of  142’8 
per  1,000  births  ;  also  lower  than  the  rate  of  last  year.  26  children,  who^ 
died  under  5  years,  were  insured. 


Causes  of  Deaths  under  5  Years. 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 
Marasmus 
Debility  from  birth 
Tuberculosis 
Imperfect  development 
Dentition 
Convulsions  ... 

Premature  births 

Disease  of  Brain  and  Nervous  System  ... 

,,  ,,  Heart 

Diphtheria  ... 

Diarrhoea 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Burns 


28 

16 

10 

5 
3 
8 
8 

6 

3 

4 
3 
2 
3 
1 

100 


The  above  mortality  does  not  necessarily  mean  an  Insanitary  condition 
of  dwellings  ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  points  to  weakly  parents  ;  improper  food ; 
and  want  of  due  care  regarding  exposure. 

I  think  that  our  Board  Schools  might,  with  great  benefit  to  the 
community  at  large,  teach  the  elements  of  Physiology  and  the  Laws  of 
Health  ;  so  that  the  generation  growing  up  might,  in  due  time,  know  how 
to  properly  feed  and  clothe  infants,  how  to  ventilate  their  dwellings,  and 
keep  the  Sanitary  apparatus  of  their  dwellings  cleanly. 

Zymotic  Diseases — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  •••  ..  •••  •••  •••  3 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  3 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  .  .  •••  •••  •••  •••  2 

Erysipelas  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  2 

10 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  was  0*3,  exactly  half  of  last  year’s  figures. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  no  death  from  Enteric  Fever  was  reported. 

Small  Pox. 

4  cases  were  reported,  and  were  removed  to  Hospital.  1  case  in 
July,  2  in  October,  and  1  in  November.  The  latter  was  doubtful  from 
the  outset,  and  after  isolation,  proved  to  be  chicken-pox. 

The  July  case  was  introduced  from  London.  The  precautions  taken 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  Disease  were  successful ;  and  I  have  to  thank 
Dr.  Douglas,  who  was  acting  for  me  during  my  absence  at  the  British 
Medical  Association  Meeting,  at  Bristol,  for  his  great  zeal  and  tact  in  following 
up  this  case,  and  tracing  all  possibly  infected  or  exposed  persons. 

In  October,  Small  Pox  was  again  introduced  to  the  Borough  by  a 
railway  porter  from  Birmingham;  and  a  sister,  in  spite  of  re-vaccination, 
caught  the  disease. 

The  remaining  sister  was  again  re-vaccinated,  and  strange  to  say,  the 
operation  was  successful. 

No  death  took  place. 

We  owe  our  immunity  from  Small  Pox  in  great  measure  to  the  fact 
that  Vaccination  is  so  thoroughly  carried  out  in  our  Borough ;  and 
perhaps,  in  a  minor  degree,  to  the  supervision  exercised  by  our  Police 
upon  Lodging  Houses,  which  really  constitute  the  most  prolific  source 
whence  this  disease  might  spread. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  general  public  in  our  midst  do  not  appear 
to  be  afraid  of  Vaccination. 
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Diphtheria. 

24  cases  were  reported ;  principally  sporadic,  occuring  at  long  intervals,, 
and  in  the  majority  of  instances,  impossible  to  trace  to  the  source  of 
infecdon.  5  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

In  May,  8  cases  were  reported  from  the  Warneford  Hospital ;  the 
infection  having  been  taken  from  a  child  admitted  into  the  Children’s 
Ward  for  treatment  for  some  other  complaint.  One  case  was  traced  to 
the  playing  of  the  child  over  a  Sewer  Ventilator,  and  another  was,  no  doubt, 
due  to  a  filthy  closet ;  while  another  case  might  have  been,  in  my  opinion, 
caused  by  the  keeping  of  numerous  pigs  in  the  vicinity  of  the  patient’s 
house.  I  wish  that  our  Byelaws  would  give  me  a  little  more  power  to  act 
touching  the  keeping  of  pigs  too  near  to  dwellings. 

Scarlet  Fever  (Scarlatina). 

119  cases  came  to  my  notice.  112  were  sent  to  Hospital,  and  no  Death 
occured.  Scattered  cases  kept  cropping  up  all  through  the  year  from 
every  District.  Schools,  no  doubt,  spread  much  of  the  Disease ;  but,  as 
the  vast  majority  of  cases  were  of  so  mild  a  type,  I  feel  certain  that  some 
cases  never  came  to  my  notice  at  all ;  for,  parents  will  not  summon 
Medical  aid  unless  a  patient  is  positively  prostrate,  and  think  that  if  a 
person  can  walk  about  and  eat,  nothing  can  be  wrong ;  a  mere  “  bit  of  a 
rash  or  “  Sore  throat,”  is  a  trifle  in  the  eyes  of  most  working  people. 
Again,  amongst  the  poorer  class,  sick  people  are  sure  to  have  visitors,  to 
gossip  and  exchange  experiences. 

At  short  intervals,  I  personally  inspected  the  Board  Schools  in  infected 
Districts,  during  a  period  of  nearly  three  months  ;  and  I  venture  to  think 
that  my  inspections  were  productive  of  good.  In  one  School,  I  certainly 
detected  in  one  morning,  what  afterwards  proved  to  be  Scarlatina  in  three 
instances,  and  Measles  in  a  fourth.  All  children  with  suspicious  throat 
symptoms,  or  showing  congestion  of  the  eyes,  I  directed  to  be  sent  home 
for  observation,  and  Medical  advice  to  be  obtained. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  I  saw  no  reason  to  recommend  the  closing  of 
any  School.  However,  I  must  repeat  what  I  have  said  before  in  Annual 
Reports,  I  think  that  Medical  Supervision  of  Board  Schools — daily  if  need 
be — would  certainly  tend  to  prevent  the  spread  of  such  Diseases  as  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Measles. 

Whooping  Cough 

Was  prevalent  in  February  and  up  to  the  middle  of  March,  when  it 
died  out ;  re-appeared  at  end  of  April,  and  finally  left  us  in  the  middle  of 
May. 

3  deaths  were  reported. 
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Diarrhoea. 

2  deaths  took  place  in  the  3rd  quarter. 

Enteric  Fever  (Typhoid). 

6  cases  were  reported.  2  were  sent  to  Hospital.  No  death  took 
place 

3  cases  were  introduced  from  a  distance  ;  the  others  could  not  be  traced. 

Erysipelas. 

18  cases  came  to  my  notice,  including  some  which  were  reported 

more  than  once  ;  in  fact,  chronic  cases  ;  and,  as  such,  likely  to  appear  again 
in  my  Returns. 

It  is  a  pity  that  the  “Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act”  does 
include  Erysipelas  while  Diseases  of  much  more  importance  are  excluded. 

Improvements  and  General  Sanitary  Work. 

So  far  as  time  permitted,  I  have  carried  out  the  instructions  issued  to 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  1894  has 
been  the  most  arduous  year  through  which  I  have  passed  since  my 
appointment ;  and  your  Sanitary  Inspector  has  found  his  billet  no  sinecure 
since  the  month  of  May. 

Taken  from  all  points  of  view,  I  think  the  Borough  may  be  congratulated 
on  the  general  Sanitary  condition  during  the  past  year.  No  epidemic,  a  low 
death-rate,  a  fair  birth-rate,  and,  a  Zymotic  death-rate  practically  nil. 

My  Medical  brethren  havecordially  helped  me  in  many  ways,  especially 
in  the  working  of  the  “Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act”  and  pointing 
out  nuisances.  I  offer  them  my  best  thanks,  with  the  wish  that  we  may 
continue  to  co-operate  so  happily.  I  invite  the  Medical  profession  generally  to 
draw  my  attention  to  anything  in  the  Borough  affecting  the  Public  Health. 

It  would  save  much  time  and  labour  if  Medical  men  in  reporting  an 
Infectious  case  would  kindly  state  the  age  of  the  patient ;  and  if  the  patient 
is  willing  and  able  to  be  removed  to  Hospital. 

Some  important  improvements  took  place  during  the  past  year. 

In  Park  Street  540  feet  of  new  pipe  sewer  were  laid  ;  and  in  Augusta 
Place  400  feet;  in  both  instances  replacing  a  “'Brick  Culvert.” 

A  storm  overflow,  720  ft.  in  length,  from  Regent  Grove,  was  a  very  important 
improvement.  This  now  averts  the  flooding  of  cellars  in  the  North-East  part 
of  the  Borough ;  and,  excepting  when  the  Leam  and  Avon  are  excessively 
high,  will  also  act  in  the  same  way  upon  the  Lower  Parade.  The  higher 
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parts  of  Milverton  and  Lillington  are  now  supplied  with  enlarged  mams  and 
a  Pumping  Engine  ;  this  means  a  better  water  supply,  and  a  region  of  safety 

in  case  of  fire. 

Enlarged  mains  have  also  been  laid  in  Brunswick  Street  and  Tachbrook 
Street. 

The  Turkish  Baths  are  now  heated  by  steam,  by  which  the  ventilation 
is  greatly  improved. 

The  Smoke  nuisance,  so  often  complained  of  at  the  Pump  Rooms,  has 
now  been  abated  by  the  adoption  of  “Machine  Stokers.” 

The  water  supply  has  continued  good  and  of  excellent  quality.  The 
average  daily  consumption  per  head  was  19'7  gallons. 

Table  IX  Shows  the  work  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  during  tlm  yea.. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  65  instances  “Bell  and  D  liaps  were 
removed  and  27  “Pan  and  Container”  water  closets  were  done  away  wide 
In  35  cases,  water  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  to  Closets,  while  65  Pigs  weie 
removed  as  constituting  nuisances.  One  Well  was  closed,  the  water  having 
been  condemned  on  analysis.  Twelve  years  ago  there  were  hundreds 
private  wells  in  the  Town,  these  have  been  gradually  condemned,  as 
contamination  was  found  to  exist,  and  now  there  are  about  twenty  only  in 
use,  and  these,  when  examined  and  tested  at  intervals,  bore  analysis  well. 

Tables  IV  and  VIII  Show  the  Mortality  at  all  ages  by  Wards  ana 
Public  Institutions. 

Meteorology. 

The  Meteorology  Table  (No.  XII)  which  Mr.  Barnitt  has  with  so  much 
care  compiled  for  us,  Shows  the  Records  for  the  past  year.  It  wtl  be  seen 
that  the  mean  temperature  was  slightly  above  the  average  and  that  the  mont  i 

of  April  was  1°8  warmer  than  May.  ' 

The  rainfall  was  about  the  normal  average,  no  single  month  having  been 

very  higfi  or  l°w* 

Humidity  was  a  point  higher  than  the  average,  and  the  number  of  rainy 
days  was  unusually  laige. 

Mr  Barnitt  deserves  our  warmest  thanks  for  the  trouble  expended 

from  year  to  year  in  furnishing  us  with  these  valuable  Meteorological  Observations. 

Let  me  in  conclusion  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee,  ’who  have  so  generously  helped  me  in  the  exerctse  oi  my  auties 

during  I89T  j  ^  Gentlemen; 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

SAMUEL  BROWNE,  M.D,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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IV. 


NORTH-EAST  WARD . 

Estimated  Population — 7,354. 
Death  Rate — 14*8. 


Quarters. 

Total  Mortality. 

Zymotic  Deaths. 

Under  1  year. 

1  year 

and  under  5. 

5  years 
and  under  15. 

15  years 
and  under  25. 

25  years 
and  under  65. 

65  years 

and  upwards. 

Totals. 

Under  5  years. 

5  years 

and  upwards. 

Totals. 

1st. 

10 

4 

1 

1 

6 

13 

35 

3 

2 

5 

2nd. 

11 

2 

... 

1 

10 

7 

31 

1 

1 

3rd. 

7 

1 

1 

... 

8 

7 

24 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

4th. 

4 

1 

... 

1 

10 

3 

19 

1 

... 

1 

Totals 

32 

8 

2 

3 

34 

30 

109 

5 

2 

7 

TABLE  V. 


SOUTH-EAST  WARD. 

Estimated  Population  —  8,541. 
Death  Rate-— 12‘2. 


Quarters. 

Total  Mortality. 

Zymo 

tic  Deaths. 

Under  1  year. 

1  year 

and  under  5. 

5  years 
and  under  15. 

15  years 
and  under  25. 

25  years 
and  under  65. 

65  years 
and  upwards. 

rc3 

O 

Under  5  years. 

5  years 
and  upwards. 

Totals. 

1st. 

2 

2 

... 

9 

7 

20 

1 

... 

1 

2nd. 

8 

1 

... 

2 

6 

16 

33 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

3rd. 

8 

... 

2 

1 

3 

10 

24 

.  .  . 

»  .  . 

4th. 

7 

1 

... 

1 

6 

13 

28 

... 

•  *  • 

... 

Totals 

25 

4 

2 

4 

24 

46 

105 

1 

... 

1 
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TABLE  VI. 


WEST  WARD . 

Estimated  Population— 7,515. 
Death  Rate — 10'6. 


Total 

Mortality. 

Zymotic  Deaths. 

Quarters. 

Under  1  year. 

1  year 

and  under  5. 

- - - 

5  years 
and  under  15. 

15  years 
and  under  25. 

25  years 
and  under  65. 

_ - - 

65  years 

and  upwards. 

Totals 

Under  5  years 

5  years 

and  upwards. 

Totals. 

1st. 

6 

2 

.  .  . 

7 

8 

23 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

2nd. 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

8 

11 

23 

... 

... 

3rd. 

1 

3 

... 

2 

1 

'SV 

6 

13 

1 

... 

1 

4th.  , 

6 

... 

1 

1 

8 

5 

21 

... 

0  0* 

•  •  • 

Totals 

_ 

I  15 

5 

2 

4 

24 

30 

80 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

TABLE  VII. 


MILVERTON  AND  LILLINGTON  WARD. 

Estimated  Population — 3,810. 

Death  Rate — 9T. 


Quarters. 

Total 

Mortality. 

" 

Zymotic  Deaths. 

Under  1  year. 

1  year 

and  under  5. 

5  years 
and  under  1 5. 

15  years 
and  under  25. 

25  years 
aud  under  65. 

65  years 
and  upwards. 

Totals. 

Under  5  years. 

5  years 
and  upwards. 

Totals. 

1st. 

2 

1 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

1 

10 

14 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

2nd. 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

4 

6 

•  •  • 

t  •  • 

0  0  0 

3rd. 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

5 

7 

•  •  • 

0  •  • 

... 

4th. 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

3 

3 

8 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

•  0  0 

Totals 

3 

2 

1 

•  i  < 

7 

22 

35 

•  •  • 

•  «  0 

0  0  0 
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TABLE  VIII. 


Warneford  Hospital,  Home  for  Incurables,  River  and  Canal. 
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Zymotic  Deaths. 


33 


Quarters. 

1st. 

2nd. 

3rd. 

4th. 


Totals 
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NOTICE  SENT  TO  EACH  PERSON  IN  CHARGE 

BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA. 
'5Kr6an  ^antfarp  Jlttf£)orifp. 


To  Mr 


of _ _ _ _ 

*  It  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  of 

Royal  Leamington  Spa  that _ _ — - 

an  inmate  of  your  house  is  suffering  from  a  dangerous  infectious  clisoidei 

I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  Section  126,  Public 
Health  Act,  directing  you  to  take  certain  precautions  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  infectious  diseases. 


The  period  during  which  the  disease  called _ _ 

is  infectious,  and  during  which  you  must  not  allow 

exposed,  lasts  _ weeks  from  the 

the  disease,  in  this  case  until _ _ _ _ 

wise  determined  by  a  Medical  Certificate. 


the  patient  to  be 
commencement  of 
unless  other- 


By  order  of  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority, 


Signed, 


H.  C.  PASSMAN, 


Town  Clerk  and  Clerk  to  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 


1894 


Leamington 
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OF  A  CASE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


s Public  health  act,  1875. 


Sec.  126  Any  person  who — 

(1)  While  suffering  from  any  dangerous  ( a )  infections  disorder  wilfully 
exposes  himself  without  proper  precautions  against  spreading  the  said 
disorder  in  any  street,  public  place  (b)  shop,  inn ,  or  public  conveyance, 
or  enters  any  public  conveyance  without  previously  notifying  to  the 
owner,  conductor,  or  driver  thereof  that  he  is  so  suffering ;  or 

4 

(2)  Being  in  charge  of  any  person  (<?)  so  suffering,  so  exposes  such  sufferer  ; 
or 

(3)  Gives,  lends,  sells,  transmits,  or  exposes,  without  previous  disinfection, 
any  bedding,  clothing,  rags,  or  other  things  which  have  been  exposed 
to  infection  from  any  such  disorder, 

shall  be  liable  to  a  PENALTY  not  exceeding  FIVE  POUNDS  ;  and  a 
person  who,  while  suffering  from  any  such  disorder,  enters  any  'public 
conveyance  without  previously  notifying  to  the  owner  or  driver  that  he  is  so 
suffering,  shall  in  addition  be  ordered  by  the  Court  to  pay  such  owner  and 
driver  the  amount  of  any  loss  and  expense  they  may  occur  in  carrying  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  this  Act  with  respect  to  disinfection  of  the 
conveyance. 


(a_)  Dangerous  infectious  disorders  include  any  of  the  following  diseases  : — Smallpox.  Cholera,  Diphtheria, 
Membranous  Croup,  Erysipelas,  the  disease-  known  as  Scarlatina,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  the  F'evers 
known  by  any  of  the  following  names  : — Typhus,  Typhoid,  Enteric,  Relapsing,  Continuedjor  Puerperal, 
and  also  any  infectious  disease  to  which  the  Act  has  been  applied  by  the  Local  Authority  in  manner 
provided  by  the  Act. 

b )  School,  Church,  &c. 

(c)  This  person  maybe  an  adult  as  wrell  as  a  ehild. 
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